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A couple of years ago | was in Japan at a consumer electronics
show, and was impressed by one stand of LCD TVs that actually had
artistic fascias. In this day of modern manufacturing techniques,
and with the relative simplicity of LCD chassis, you'd think that many
manufacturers would offer these options.

Well Baumann Meyer does. You cannot enhance its OT 40600 LCD
TV with a leather or wood surround, but for 5450 above the 53299
recommended price, you can lose the standard black frame, and
choose a high ghoss (and bright!) yellow, red, metallic green or white,

Features

The look of the surround is important, but so is what it contains.
The TV has a 40 inch (101cm]) display in the standard 16:9 format, This
has a resolution of 1366 x 768 pixels - high resolution, but not true
high definition (1920 x 1080 pixels).

A standard analog tuner is included, of course, but there is also
a high definition digital tuner. There is also a good range of inputs,
many of them based on the European SCART connector (Europe
being perhaps the major market for Baumann Meyer), which can be
turned into composite or 5-Video inputs with the use of a simple
adaptor. But there are also conventional component video inputs,
along with two HOMI sockets.

Importantly, there are also both optical and coaxial digital audio
outputs, 5o if you have a home theatre audio system, you can pipe
the Dolby Digital 5.1 that is broadcast with some high definition
programs to it to enjoy real surround sound.

1% Specifications

B Price: $3299

B Warranty: three years

E Contact: LCOTV Pty Ltd
(02) 9977 6001
www.lcdtv.com.au

B Image: LCD; 101cm diagonal; 16:9 native aspect, 1,366 x
768 pixels; 500 cd/m* brightness; 1200:1 contrast ratio

B Inputs: 3 x composite, 2 x 5-Video, 2 x component video,
12 RGB (SCART), 2 x HDMI, 1 x D-5UB15 analog computer,
6 x stereo audio

E OQutputs: 1 x optical digital audio, 1 x coaxial digital audio,
1x analog stereo audio

B Audio: stereo, 2 x 10 watts

E Features: PIP, removable speakers, two HOMI inputs,
HDTV tuner

B Supplied Accessories: remote control; manual; desktop
stand

E Dimensions (WHD): 987 x 680 x 99mm (without stand)

HiCons

B Digital TV needs to be

i Pros

B Swpports 1080p signals

B Excellent colour better integrated

B Easy access to the many B Doesn't have a
inputs ‘dynamic contrast’

B Option for bright colour processor to improve
fascia dark scenes
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Baumann Meyer DT 4060D

Thomas Barfieft

Performance

The HD digital tuner in this TV was a little peculiar, Oh, it worked very well indeed, but it was
only partially integrated into the TV. It even had its own setup button on the remote control.

That aside, the TV had obviously been designed with user convenience in mind. Need to
change from VCR to DVD or HOD recorder? Then just press a key and a list of all the (many)
inputs pops up, and you choose the one you want.

The LCD panel was of very good quality, with good scaling circuitry (this makes the
incoming video makch the panel's resolution) delivering cleanly etched video on the screen.
The colour was strong and as accurate as any LCD TV on the market, barring only the very
darkest shades,

The panel seemed to have a good native contrast ratio, with a dark glow on black
screens only when the room lights were turned off. But its performance in this regard didn't
match that of some other companies which place the panel's backlight under active control
in order to enhance dark scenes.

The rendition of DVDs plugged in via HDMI was excellent, and even better was HD DVD.
| was able to deliver these signals not just at 1080i, but thanks to an external processor
| had on hand, at 1080p. That Baumann Meyer has gone to the trouble of providing this

support speaks well for overall quality.

Conclusion
Baumann Meyer has delivered a well-priced LCD that looks good to the eye ... and if you
go for the option, even when it is switched off. B

7 Ratings

Performance: % % % % %

Features: % %A
Ease of use: * %%
Value: * Ak h
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